California Marine Affairs and Navigation Conference


MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

SACRAMENTO HYATT REGENCY ~ SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA
June 18, 2001

The Meeting was called to order at 2:00 pm.  Board Members present: Rinus Baak, Chairman; Len Cardoza, Vice Chairman; Roberta Goulart, Treasurer; Peter Grenell; Gordon Fulton; Tom Scheeler; Dean Smith; Dick Wittkop; Dan Allen; Rod Lundin; Gerald Pope; Bill Buenger; John McTaggart; Jim Haussener; Rose Marie Moore; Stacey Jones; Cathy Novak.  Guests Present: Richard Parsons; Rich Taylor; Bill Mueser; Ryan Alsop; and, Bill Krauss.

Rinus Baak called the meeting to order and thanks the sponsors of the Sacramento Meeting: JACOBS; Port of Los Angeles; The Dutra Group; Kleinfelder, Inc.; Port San Luis Harbor District; CH2MHILL; Diaz-Yourman.  He discussed the agenda for the meeting.  Chairman Baak expressed his appreciation and gratitude to the Board for their support during the year.  He referred to the Strategic Plan and the focus of the meetings through the year.  He thanked the Communications Committee, Frank Dunn, Chair of the Nominations Committee, and the Sanctuary Ad-hoc Committee for their efforts during the year.

The Minutes of January 22, 2001 and April 19, 2001 were approved.

Ryan Alsop with E. Del Smith and Company gave a presentation.  He started by introducing himself to the Board and described his background including working for the Long Beach Chamber of Commerce, State Senator Ken Maddy, and Congressman Steve Horn.  He recently received his Masters Degree in Public Policy.

Ryan reviewed the Democrat majority in the Senate, followed by the new committee chairmen.  Senator Byrd will chair the Appropriations Committee (Senator Feinstein may have access to Senator Robert Byrd) and Senator Harry Reid will chair the Energy and Water Development Subcommittee.  Senator Jim Jeffords will chair the Environment and Public Works Committee.  There was a discussion if this meant more money would be appropriated for Corps’ Civil Works projects.

Ryan reviewed the appropriations process to date along with the allocations made in the House for 302(b).  He then made comments on Energy and Water Appropriations and the goals of both the House and Senate.

Mr. Alsop briefed the Board on the Bush Administration’s Energy Policy.  He then discussed the visits in California by Chairman Callahan and Ranking Member Visclosky.  As well as briefings E. Del Smith and Company have held in Washington.  The draft delegation letter to the President was discussed.  Congressman Dave Drier now co-chairs the California Delegation; Matt Reynolds is his staff person.  Congressman Sam Farr is the other co-chair; Pam Berry is his staff person.  The delegation staff now has the revised delegation letter.  At this time there is no schedule for when the letter will be signed.  Del Smith is being very diligent on keeping on the staff and may work with them in walking the letter through the delegation.

Del Smith has been working with the Congressional Budget Office on a National Economic Benefit Study for Ports.  Del has been advocating providing two or three numbers such as how much comes back to the US Treasury for every dollar invested in O & M dredging.  CBO may be more interested in using the MARAD national study rather than the C-MANC Study as the template.  A question was how are we going to protect California’s interests and can we use any of the data for our efforts in terms of Sacramento.  The need is to make certain that the Study is a nationwide economic study rather than a nationwide tonnage study.  There was a discussion on when the Study would be done.  We would like it to be done prior to the time WRDA 2002 is debated.  A comment was made that was attributed to a CBO staff member that even if we did not have port x, would the goods still come into the country?

The Transportation Enhancement Act of 2003 is being discussed.  Del has been active in trying to get a port access and trade corridors section in the bill

Ryan shared the letter from Governor Gray Davis to the Appropriations Committees of June 11 and the fact the Governor “urged the Subcommittee to provide the maximum level of appropriations for studies, engineering and design, operations and maintenance, and construction projects at California’s ports and harbors, as recommended by the California Marine Affairs and Navigation Conference (C-MANC).”

The Board discussed the allocation numbers and that both the House and Senate Energy & Water Appropriators received more for FY02 than expended in FY01.  There was a discussion on internal communications between members of Congress and the Appropriations Subcommittees.  This discussion was followed by the ongoing need for C-MANC members to keep the cards and letters coming to Congress.  Chairman Baak asked some questions concerning the delegation letter timing, and if the letter will continue to meet C-MANC’s needs.

The Board briefly discussed Officer’s going to Washington arriving on Monday, October 1, 2001 and departing on Thursday, October 4, 2001.  Meetings would be held on Tuesday and Wednesday, October 2nd and 3rd.  Len Cardoza asked the membership to advise what they would like to see happen during these important meetings.

There were a couple of comments about the Golden State Reception and the great turnout at the Reception.  

The Board discussed the nomination of former Congressman Mike Parker from Mississippi as Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works and the appointment of Dominic John (Dom) Izzo as Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works.

Bill Buenger reported on the AAPA strategic review committee that he is a member of.

Bill Krauss reported on activities in Sacramento and the issues relating to the energy “crisis,” which is impacting everything in Sacramento.  There are over 600 bills in the Legislature relating to energy.  The Board reaffirmed our support of four bills, SB 200 (Chesbro), AB 777 (Lowenthal), SB 1106 (Perata) and AB 862 (Thomson).  All of these bills relate to state funding of navigation projects.  Some of these bills will not be moving again until next January when the bills have to be out of the house of origin.  C-MANC may have to make a major push in the Legislature in January 2002.  Bill thinks that the full issue has not been properly explained to the Governor.  Nor has he had the opportunity to fully understand the value of ports.  The Board is not supporting or opposing any other legislation.  It was pointed out on Tuesday, we will be meeting with 48 members of the legislature or their staff, and this is 40% of the Legislature.  Bill described that it is critical for C-MANC members to continue to develop personal relations with their members of the legislature in the member’s district.  All of C-MANC members should be on a first name basis with their legislative members.  This includes the State Senator and both Assembly members within that Senate District.  The Board discussed our goal of getting state funding and how that relates to the energy “crisis.”  Our need of cost sharing the local share for dredging will never go away.  The consensus was that we need to continue to work on getting the State of California financially involved in federal navigation projects.

Rinus suggested using some of the public comments in the Corps’ handout relating to listening sessions in some of C-MANC’s handouts.

The Board discussed the Very Large Corporate Member category.  It was proposed that this category would be for those whose annual sales exceed $400 million per year.  The companies that would fit in this are URS Corporation, Bechtel Group, AECOM Technology, Jacobs Engineering Group, CH2MHILL, Parsons Brinckerhoff, Washington Group, Montgomery Watson.  The issue is that due to mergers, we have lost members, which has an impact on our programs.  Jim Haussener asked for some help in discussing this program with these members in order to implement the Board’s direction.  At the previous meeting, the Board created this category with a dues rate of between $1,950 and $2,450.  The Board would like to know the names of some of the original companies prior to the mergers.  There was a feeling that more of the individual offices of some of these members should be involved, not just one regional office.  We need not only their dues; we also need their participation.

The Board approved advertising in the 2001-2002 roster.  The rates are $250 for a business card, $350 for a ¼ page ad, $500 for a ½ page ad, $800 page for a full page, $1000 for the outside cover.  Full color ads are to be full page and the advertisers need to provide 250 copies.  This will be the third year for this program.

The Board discussed the Fall Meeting, hosted by the San Mateo County Harbor District, at the Half Moon Bay Lodge, September 24 – 26, 2001.  The Board would meet on Monday from 2-5 pm.  There would be a reception Monday evening.  Tuesday, the meeting would be at the Douglas Beach House in Miramar, with a dinner to be determined.  Wednesday would be committee meetings at the Lodge.  Some topics would be to invite the Assistant Secretary of the Army, Harbor Maintenance Tax, Marine Transportation System, National Marine Sanctuary program, reach out to other organizations – such as the California Farm Bureau in a manner similar to the California Trucking Association.

Dick Wittkop made a presentation on the status of a “new” web site.  Moffatt & Nichol has been using in house staff to develop a revamped web site.  There was a proposal to complete this web site at a cost of $1,500.  There was also a discussion on how often to update the site and who would do this work for what price.  A price of $2,500 annually for this was discussed, along with monthly or quarterly updates.  Finally there was a discussion on who would host the site and what the cost would be.  It was pointed out that Palos Verdes on the Net has been hosting us for virtually nothing.  The Board indicated that the same company or person that does the updates should also be doing the hosting.

The Winter Meeting will be in Santa Barbara.  The City of Santa Barbara identified two locations, the Fess Parker and the Radisson.  The Board discussed room rental rates, which varied between $119 and $199 per night.  They also discussed when the meeting should take place relative to the Washington Meeting.  The Board also discussed when the President’s Budget Request for FY 2003 would be released and whether the meeting should take place at the same time.  In order to maximize the time for members to make contributions to the Golden State Reception, last year over $20,000 was contributed, and getting C-MANC members to get their FY 2003 requests in to the first draft of C-MANC Recommendations, the Board believes that earlier is better for the meeting

The Board reviewed letters sent to Steve Scheiblauer, City of Monterey, from Dan Basta and Margaret Davidson of the National Ocean Service.  NOAA is interested in having a meeting in San Jose California on Wednesday, July 25th with C-MANC members.  The Board felt that up to a dozen members from C-MANC should attend the meeting on the 25th.  They also wanted some real dialogue with the NOAA staff.  The Board would like an agenda for this meeting.

The Board reviewed a letter from the City of Monterey to Congressman Sam Farr concerning public hearings.  The Board approved sending a similar letter to Congress members Farr and Eshoo as well as sending copies to the California Assembly Select Committee on California Ports.

The California Association of Port Authorities (CAPA) met the previous week; the Board was apprised of the meeting.

The Board continued their discussion of a historian for C-MANC and developing a history of C-MANC.  The Board was interested in pursuing this issue.

The election of seven board members for a three year term starting July 1, 2001, consisting of: Carl Enson; Gordon Fulton; Roberta Goulart; Stacey Jones; Richard Parsons; Dean Smith; and, Doug Thiessen was reviewed.  

The Board ratified the Executive Committee for the coming year, consisting of Len Cardoza, Roberta Goulart, Lyn Krieger, Rinus Baak, Jim Haussener, Lee Hieber, Stacey Jones, Gordon Fulton, Mike Sullivan, John McTaggart and Gerald Pope.

The Board reviewed a new organization, the Energy and Water Development Coalition.

The Board approved being a Supporting Organization for the Bay Planning Coalition’s Decisionmakers Conference on Monday, October 29, 2001.

The Board reviewed the proposed budget for 2001-2002.  Jim Haussener pointed out membership dues revenue has been flat over the past view years.  He also pointed out that while sponsorships for the year were up 13%, the sponsorship for individual events fluctuated considerably.  The Board approved a balanced budget of $184,831.00 for the year.  The Finance Committee was tasked with ensuring the sponsorship needs of $30,000 were achieved.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

James M. Haussener

Executive Director
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