California Marine Affairs and Navigation Conference


MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

HYATT REGENCY HOTEL, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

June 17, 2002

The Board Meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m.

Board members in attendance were: Chairman Len Cardoza, Vice-Chair Roberta Goulart, Dan Allen, Jim Angelo, Rinus Baak, Bill Buenger, Ron Coale, Brian Foss, Peter Grenell, Craig Hall, Jim Haussener, Stacey Jones, Richard Parsons, and Tom Scheeler.  Guests present were Dan Aguilera, Jack Alderson, Gary Gentry, Bill Mueser, and Del Smith, 

Chairman Len Cardoza welcomed the members and guests to the meeting in Sacramento.  He commented on the focus of the meeting is to meet with members of the California Legislature as well as work on CMANC business such as Washington Week.  Following self-introductions, Len commented on if he is dredging he is happy and he is happy. 

The minutes of the February 4, 2002 meeting were approved on a motion by Dan Allen.

Gerald Pope, Life Member, resigned from his position as a member of the Board.  Gerry felt that a Board Member should participate in the organization, as he has not been of late, he felt the Board should replace him with someone who would be an active Board Member.  Numerous members of the Board expressed their appreciation for the tremendous efforts Gerry and Doris Pope made on behalf of CMANC.  There was a consensus of the Board that filling the remainder of his term should be referred to the Nomination and Elections Committee.  On a motion by Dan Allen the Board elected Bill Mueser, Great Lakes Dredge and Dock, to fill the remainder of the term ending June 30, 2003.

The results of the election for members of the Board of Directors was discussed.  The members elected with their terms ending June 30, 2005 were: Rick Algert, City of Morro Bay; Rinus Baak, Port of San Diego; John Bridley, City of Santa Barbara; Len Cardoza, Port of Oakland; Dennis Hunter, Humboldt Bay Harbor District; John McTaggart, City of Rancho Palos Verdes; and Tom Scheeler, Port of Sacramento.  Kudos were given to Dan Allen for his efforts and those of his committee members.

On a motion by Brian Foss, the officers were elected: Roberta Goulart, Chairman; Lyn Krieger, Vice Chairman; Stacey Jones, Treasurer; and, Len Cardoza, Immediate Past Chairman.

On a motion by Richard Parsons, Washington Week will commence on Tuesday, March 25, 2003.  This will allow some coordination with AAPA activities for some of our members.  There was a discussion as to whether this is to late to impact the member requests that our individual members ask their specific Member of Congress to request on their behalf.  It was pointed out that at this same time, numerous members of the Corps of Engineers are back in Washington.  The Board had a long discussion about how our Washington activities have changed because of the loss of the Golden State Luncheon as well as public testimony is no longer taken by the Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee.  It was pointed out that there needs to be intensive communications between our members and their particular Member of Congress.

There was discussion on the Sacramento meeting.  It was pointed out the It was felt that a meeting in Sacramento is essential to strengthen the organization and make it more effective.  Our efforts in Sacramento are recent and it takes a while to develop relationships.  We need to continue to be visible – out of sight, out of mind.  A comment was made about not being sure of what role CMANC has in Sacramento.  It was suggested that CMANC needs to clarify what it is aiming for, such as money.  Need to develop partnerships in Sacramento.  We should focus on particular groups each year.  Take up half a day doing this.  The Legislative and Strategic Planning Committees should have a final recommendation not later than the Winter Meeting.  The current idea is to have a Sacramento meeting that only involves one night, a Monday, in June 2003.

The Board briefly discussed the committee structure and how and when the committees should report to the Board for Board action as a result of the committee deliberations.

Stacey Jones volunteered to organize a multi-media presentation for the 2003 Golden State Reception.  It was commented that OMB has been a frustrating experience.  However, continued meetings with OMB staff was considered to be very important.  There are those who believe ear-marking is equal to “pork.”  It was pointed out that OMB is going to want us to prioritize our requests.  A comment was made that from successive administration’s point of view the Corps’ Civil Works program is a Congressional program.  The value of the Governor’s support was discussed.  The meeting with Ms. Lyn Scarlett with Dept. of Interior was considered very good.  With NOAA, it was felt that we were able to air some specific items that needed to be discussed.  There needs to be more follow up between CMANC and the agencies we meet with.  We should start meeting with homeland security staff.  As well, as Department of Transportation staff in addition to USCG and Mar Ad.  It was pointed out that having separate meetings going on at the same time as the larger meetings was disruptive to the overall continuity of the program.  Also, members would like to get more advance notice on the meetings being scheduled and the times of those meetings.

Del Smith of E. Del Smith and Company made a presentation.  Del discussed the destructive ways OMB is going through Corps’ budget is a result of not understanding the national economic benefits of these projects.  He reviewed the port security grants just announced by Mar Ad.  He suggested CMANC make comments concerning the President’s Homeland Security proposal.

The Board reviewed our WRDA 2002 recommendations.  The Board briefly discussed the concept of project specific issues versus more generic issues.  The Board added language supporting a process for Environmental Windows for federal civil works projects and agreed to adding general language concerning beneficial reuse of dredged material.  The Board also discussed the Corps’ O&M project funding criteria.  Which, may be found at http://www.usace.army.mil/inet/functions/cw/cecwb/f0+.pdf.

The Board discussed the National Marine Sanctuary program.  Members discussed their believe that NOAA wishes to expand their authority through out the sanctuaries.  A comment was made about the Monterey Sanctuary reopening their management plan scoping process.  The Board approved following up on our earlier letter of March 4, 2002 with the NOAA Administrator.

The Board discussed the CALMITSAC process and reviewed their proposed by-laws.  They also complimented Gil Hicks for his efforts on projects such as the Alameda Corridor.  A concern was raised by an increase in non-governmental bureaucracy.  And would this organization cause confusion in Washington concerning who was representing the maritime issues in California.

The Board reviewed the current California legislation of interest.  These included cost sharing of navigation projects, port security, and infrastructure funding.  The Board continued to support AB 777, AB 1782, and SB 1647.  While opposing AB 2650.  Upon motion of Richard Parsons, the Board voted to oppose Assembly Bill 2943 (Wiggins) concerning providing the Coastal Commission with discretionary authority in issuing permits for the protection of existing coastal structures, including items such as breakwaters and navigation channels.

The Board Meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m.
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