California Marine Affairs and Navigation Conference


MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

MARINA BEACH MARIOTT, MARINA DEL REY, CALIFORNIA

January 22, 2001

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m.  Board members in attendance were: Rinus Baak; Len Cardoza; Roberta Goulart; Stacey Jones for Bruce Seaton; Jim Angelo; Ron Coale; Frank Dunn; Brian Foss, Peter Grenell; Vern Hall, Jim Haussener; Bill Herb; Leroy Hieber; Lyn Krieger; Rod Lundin; John McTaggart; Rose Marie Moore; Cathy Novak, Gerald Pope; Tom Scheeler; Dean Smith; Mike Sullivan; and, Dick Wittkop.  Also in attendance were: Dan Aguilera, Sullivan Consulting Group; Richard Parsons, Ventura Port District; Del Smith & Meg Allen, E. Del Smith and Company.

In opening remarks, Chairman Rinus Baak welcomed all those in attendance.  He advised there would likely be a board meeting in April or May.  The Agenda for the Winter Meeting was discussed and highlights pointed out to the Board.  Rinus thanked Los Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe and Director of L.A. County Department of Beaches and Harbors, Stan Wisniewski for hosting C-MANC.  He thanked the Manson Construction Company for hosting the spouse’s program.  He also thanked Ron Coale, Del Smith, and Rod Lundin for making arrangements for some of the speakers.  He recognized Gordon Fulton of Concept Marine for reprinting the Economic Benefit Study; Bruce Seaton & Stacey Jones with the Port of Los Angeles for printing the Roster; and, the following firms for advertising in the Roster: Moffatt Nichol Engineers, General Construction Company, DMJM+Harris, Harding ESE, Treadwell & Rollo, Diaz(Yourman, Concept Marine, Berg & Associates, Cash & Associates, Sullivan Consulting Group, Planning and Applied Economics, and the California Maritime Infrastructure Authority.

Minutes of November 9, 2000 were approved.

Del Smith of E. Del Smith and Company made a presentation including handouts.  He commented on the: election outcome and transition team, Del had sent a memo, on behalf of C-MANC, to the transition team asking the Administration to 1) require the Secretary of the Army to maintain all currently authorized federal navigation channels under its jurisdiction and 2) include sufficient amounts in the Presidential Budget Request to Congress to support that directive; the proposed cabinet and White House, Del reviewed the number of departments that C-MANC has an interest in, this ranges from Department of Agriculture with exports to Department of the Treasury with scoring,  Del also reviewed the OMB leadership with Mitch Daniels as the Director, Kathy Peroff having gone over to Defense and Rick Mertens is acting in Kathy’s former position; assistant secretary of the Army potentials, Mike Strahn – Deputy Chief of Staff to the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, Harry Stone – Director of Public Works for Los Angeles County, Mike Parker – former Congressman from Mississippi, Joe Westphal – the incumbent (on a motion and 2nd by Rod Lundin and John McTaggart the Executive Committee has the authority to submit a letter upon the Association’s behalf following the Administration’s nomination);  Congressional Committee Assignments, House Transportation & Infrastructure – Rep. Don Young (Alaska) is the new chair, House Water Resources & Environment Subcommittee – Rep. James Duncan (Tenn.) replaces Rep. Sherwood Boehlert, House Energy & Water Development Appropriations Subcommittee is Rep. Sonny Callahan of Alabama who has been involved in federal funding for regional sediment management program, Senate Subcommittee on Transportation & Infrastructure – chaired by Senator James Inhofe (Okla.) (separately, it was reported Senator Inhofe has been critical of the Corps’ civil works program) the ranking Democrat on this committee is Senator Harry Reid of Nevada, Washington port-oriented institutions, this included AAPA, U.S. Chamber of Commerce, California Institute & the Governor’s Federal Liaison Office; proposed 2001 C-MANC federal agenda, Del listed 16 items that were discussed later in the meeting;  long range agenda, including TEA-22, Corps basic mission restoration, Congressional budget Civil Works upgrade.  There were questions on TEA-22 and the apparent conflict between NOAA & NMFS.

The Board reviewed handouts for the Washington meetings that had been updated since their meeting in November by Meg Allen, Del Smith and Jim Haussener.  On a motion and second by Peter Grenell and Roberta Goulart, they approved the 2001 Federal Advocacy Mission and referred to the Communications Committee the Federal Issues Paper.

The Board adopted a goal of raising $20,000 in support of the Washington activities.  All members were requested to submit pledges and checks to Jim Haussener in support of this goal.

The Board reconfirmed the Washington schedule to start on Monday evening with a reception and end on Thursday morning, with meetings – as needed.  The Golden State Reception will be on Wednesday, March 21, 2001.

Del Smith proposed meetings with Senator Feinstein, Senator Boxer, Congressman Young’s staff, Secretary Mineta, Corps, Energy & Water Appropriations staff from both houses, OMB – the new Associate Director for Resources, Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works.  It was suggested there be a joint meeting of the National Dredging Team co-chaired by EPA and the Corps as well as meetings with NOAA and the National Ocean Service on Marine Sanctuaries.

The Board on a motion and second by John McTaggart and Jim Angelo elected its Officers for the year starting July 1, 2001, they are: Chairman, Len Cardoza with the Port of Oakland: Vice Chairman, Roberta Goulart with Contra Costa County; Treasurer, Lyn Krieger with the County of Ventura; Immediate Past Chairman, Rinus Baak with the Port of San Diego.

The Board was reminded of the dates of the Sacramento meeting, June 18-20, 2001.

The Board approved having the Fall Meeting in Half Moon Bay.  It was pointed out that hotel space may require members to stay at different hotels and the meeting space may not be in a hotel.

The Board reviewed honorary members, discussed alliances with other associations.  They approved extending an Honorary Membership to the California Trucking Association.  They also referred the issue of existing and future honorary memberships to the Strategic Planning Committee.

The Board approved having the Officers negotiate new contracts effective July 1, 2001 with E. Del Smith and Company and The APEX Group.

Dick Wittkop and John McTaggart reviewed the actions of the Communications Committee to date and what they hoped to get out of the Committee meeting on Tuesday and the WEBCON meeting on Wednesday.

Roberta Goulart reviewed the activities of the Finance Committee and the implementation of the C-MANC Partners program.

Jim Haussener reviewed with the assistance of Peter Grenell various state issues.  Senator Chesbro has submitted to Legislative Counsel a bill to create the Federal Navigation Project Fund within the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency to provide matching funds for navigation projects.  Senator Chesbro’s staff is interested in gaining our support and that of our constituencies for this bill.  There was a meeting on Maritime Month in California during May 2001.  Based on the amount of work required, the attendees will be working on such an event for May 2002.  There was a long discussion on legislative briefings.  The Board discussed several issues.  What was the purpose of the briefings?  Should the briefings be for all members of the legislature, those that we have relations with, or those newly elected to office?  It was pointed out that several committees need to be involved in the preparation of the briefings, Government Affairs, Communications and Legislative.  Rinus Baak congratulated the Board on a lot of good ideas and referred to C-MANC’s Strategic Plan and our need to influence 2 or 3 things and accomplish them prior to moving on to other issues.  All of the Board members were asked to send to Jim Haussener information on any National Maritime Day, May 22nd, activities that the individual ports would be sponsoring.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

James M. Haussener

Executive Director
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