California Marine Affairs and Navigation Conference


MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

FESS PARKER’S DOUBLTREE HOTEL, SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA

February 4, 2002

The Board Meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m.

Board members in attendance were: Chair Len Cardoza, Vice-Chair Roberta Goulart, Treasurer Lyn Krieger, Rinus Baak, Bill Buenger, Ron Coale, Carl Enson, Gordon Fulton, Peter Grenell, Craig Hall, Lee Hieber, Ken Johnson, Stacey Jones, Rod Lundin, Richard Parsons, Rick Rhoads, Tom Scheeler, and Mike Sullivan. Guest present were Ray Basch and Dan Aguilera.

Chairman Len Cardoza welcomed the Board members to Santa Barbara.  Following self-introductions, he thanked the City of Santa Barbara and John Bridley and his staff in the Waterfront Department for their efforts in hosting and arranging the meetings.  He commented on the President’s Budget that was released earlier in the day.  

The Chairman reviewed the calls made in Washington D.C. last October: security was a very “hot” topic then as it still is.  We met with senior staff with the Corps of Engineers to discuss the Corps’ proposed Strategic Plan; attended the swearing in of Assistant Secretary of the Army Civil Works, Mr. Mike Parker; and met with General Flowers.  Meetings were also held with staff from Office of Management and Budget, who wanted us to prioritize our projects; staff to Senators Boxer & Feinstein; Congressman Visclosky; the Washington staff of Montgomery Watson; Coast Guard officials; Office of the United States Trade Representative, we need to nurture this relationship; NOAA, who seemed shocked that the maritime community felt under represented.

Chairman Cardoza reviewed the listing of new members (Bill Davis; Brittan Industries; SAIC, Deborah Pontifex; Jones & Stokes, Mike Stuhr; David Dornbush; Nova Group, Ron Fredick; MEC Analytical since the last meeting and asked the Board to welcome them to C-MANC.

The logistics and topics of the Winter Meeting were briefly announced.

The minutes of the meeting of September 24, 2001 were approved as mailed on motion by Roberta Goulart and second by Stacey Jones.

The developing of CMANC’s “port security” platform was discussed.  Items such as unfunded mandates were highlighted.  The Board debated at what point should we be commenting on security.  The Board wants to be a partner in the security debate and not be an obstructionist.  The role of AAPA and CAPA was discussed.  The Board discussed the money part: grants versus loan guarantees and capital costs versus on-going costs.

Frank Dunn has resigned as a member of CMANC and also as the Chair of the Nominating and Elections Committee.  Chairman Cardoza has appointed Dan Allen of Moffatt & Nichol Engineers as the Chair of the Nominating and Elections Committee.

Dean Smith has resigned as a member of the Board of Directors.  Dean is now working in the Los Angeles County Administrator’s Office.  Upon a proposal of Dan Allen, the Board elected Joe Chesler with L.A. County Department of Beaches and Harbors to fill the remainder of Dean Smith’s term.  The motion was made by Rinus Baak and seconded by Roberta Goulart.

The Board approved meeting in San Francisco October 2nd, 3rd, & 4th with the Port of San Francisco being the host.  The Board also approved meeting in Oxnard next February with Ventura County Harbor Department (Channel Islands Harbor) being the host.

The San Francisco Bay Regional Water Transit Authority is to complete a report to the Legislature and a Programmatic Environmental Impact Report this year on expanding ferry service on San Francisco Bay.  This may impact several CMANC members (City of Vallejo, City of San Rafael, Port of San Francisco, San Mateo County Harbor District, Port of Redwood City, City of San Leandro, Port of Oakland, Port of Richmond) and CMANC may be asked to comment on the draft report or draft PEIR.  Peter Grenell made a presentation to the Board.  He outlined the legislative background, the structure of the organization, the timelines for products to be completed, and the funding aspects.

The Board discussed the Proposition 13 - Costa-Machado Water Act of 2000, which includes a Nonpoint Source Pollution Sub account, provides $100 million for, among other, projects that shall demonstrate a capability of sustaining water quality benefits for a period of 20 years. Categories of nonpoint source pollution addressed by projects may include, but are not limited to: silviculture, agriculture, urban runoff, mining, hydro modification, grazing, onsite disposal systems, boatyards and marinas, and animal feeding operations.  Ray Basch of Sonoma County and Lyn Krieger of Ventura County described their grant applications for funding under this program.  The Board discussed supporting any one application for a limited pot of funding.  The Board talked about a general support of the funding efforts that address non-point pollution near ports and harbors.

The Board heard about the upcoming Dredged Material Assessment & Management Seminar in San Francisco.

The legislative attempts to get California involved in cost sharing navigation projects were discussed.  The efforts of both CMANC and CAPA to get AB 777 (Lowenthal) out of the Assembly were also discussed.  Also discussed were the status of SB 200 (Chesbro), SB 1106 (Perata), and AB 862 (Thomson).

The Marine Transportation System proposal was reviewed.  The status of the activities of ports and harbors in California were discussed.  A letter from the Executive Director to Mr. Raymond Barberesi, Director, Office of Ports and Domestic Shipping, U. S. Maritime Administration was reviewed.  The Board approved the three points that were outlined in the letter.

The Board briefly reviewed their earlier discussions concerning USFWS.  The primary issue being the “politics of delay.”  The Board wants the Environmental Committee to be working on these issues.  It was also noted that there is a difference between San Francisco Bay and the rest of the state.

The Board reviewed some outstanding issues concerning NOAA.  The Board delegated to the ad-hoc Sanctuary Committee the ability to respond to the letter from Dan Basta of last September.  The Board also reconfirmed their opposition to the designation of Browns Island as part of the San Francisco Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve.

The proposed Maritime Day events in Sacramento were discussed.  The Board felt that CMANC should be involved.

The Board briefly discussed providing roster information in electronic form.  As the material is already in print form, the Board approved providing the same data in electronic form for a fee to be determined.

Steve Scheiblauer with the City of Monterey made a presentation concerning the Marine Life Protection Act.  There was a generalized discussion as to how numerous agencies make decisions under real questionable scientific basis.  Following a lengthy discussion, the Board supports the efforts of the California Association of Harbor Masters and Port Captains to make constructive amendments to the public decision-making and scientific studies processes outlined in the Marine Life Protection Act.  This includes: Recognize marine reserves as a tool that needs to be used properly; Clarify it so that it is precise and unambiguous; Integrate the MLPA with time-honored, existing fisheries management tools; Add science-based socio-economic impact analysis.  The #1 reason that Californians own a boat is to fish; Include more at-sea representation on the Master Plan Team because good science requires repeated, empirical observations.  This means at-sea experience from folks who've witnessed, first-hand, variations and cycles of the marine environment; Consider existing and defacto MPA's, and existing regulations, including the Marine Life Management Act; Maintain the cultural and social heritage of coastal communities, while achieving conservation goals; Coordinate the MLPA with the federal marine-reserve plans of the Pacific Fishery Management Council; Streamline the manner in which information - especially MPA maps - are distributed the public; Provide a means of evaluating the success of Reserves; Encourage patience, as great changes take time.  We cannot leap over the public.
The Board discussed some issues concerning insurance and the difficulties of getting insurance for port agencies and what some options should be explored.  This includes federal legislation.  It was felt that CMANC would support the activities of CAPA in this area.

The Board adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted

James M. Haussener

Executive Director
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