California Marine Affairs and Navigation Conference


MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

HALF MOON BAY LODGE, HALF MOON BAY CALIFORNIA

September 24, 2001

Chairman Len Cardoza called the meeting to order at 2:15 p.m.  Following self-introductions, Len welcomed the Board members to Half Moon Bay.  He thanked the San Mateo County Harbor District and their General Manager Peter Grenell for hosting the meeting.  Len commented on the excellent revision of the web site (www.cmanc.com) performed by the Communications Committee.  The Chair commented on the new members and potential members that would be attending the meeting and discussed the meeting logistics.  Members present were: Chairman Len Cardoza, Vice Chair Roberta Goulart, Jim Angelo, Michael Sullivan, Dick Wittkop, Brian Foss, Dean Smith, Tom Scheeler, Rick Rhoads, Dan Allen, Gordon Fulton, Stacey Jones, Rod Lundin, Richard Parsons, Lee Hieber, Craig Hall and Executive Director Jim Haussener.  Guests present were: E. Del Smith, Michael Cheney and Ray Basch.

The Minutes of August 24th were approved on a motion by Dean Smith and second by Roberta Goulart.  In response to a question, Chairman Cardoza described the LTMS briefing for Governor Whitman, Administrator of EPA, that he and Jim Haussener recently participated in.  He commented that we in California have figured out how to do things right in relation to dredging and we need EPA’s support in terms of items such as grain size and budget.  Jim Haussener reminded the Board the approved minutes would be posted on the web site.

Len Cardoza commented on the size of the packet from E. Del Smith and Company when he introduced Mr. Del Smith, who provided the Board with an overview of the climate in Washington, D.C. along with the revised priorities of the Administration and Congress in light of the terrorist attacks.  The Board discussed the proposed legislation by Senator Hollings, S. 1214, the Port and Maritime Security Act of 2001.  They also reviewed the proposed legislation by Senator Edwards, S. 1429, the Airport and Seaport Terrorism Prevention Act.  A big question is whether the ports would be saddled with unfunded mandates.  Del recommended C-MANC take a leadership role in this issue.  Several members of the Board emphasized the need to support our President and increased security.  The Board deferred taking a position on these Acts until a continuation of the Board meeting on Wednesday morning at 8:00 a.m.  The Board delegated to the Advisory Committee revising C-MANC’s federal mission statement.

Mr. Smith emphasized the absolute need to maintain our federal entrances and channels and we, as a Nation, cannot turn our back on infrastructure.

There was a discussion on the FY2002 appropriations process.  Del commented that there may be major costs passed on to our ports and harbors, especially the small ports.  Both the House and Senate have appointed conferees.  Del will get back to the Board on whether or not the appropriators will have to work with new lower budget caps.  There was also a discussion on whether Congress would pass the appropriations bills or do a continuing authority bill.

Del commented on the U.S. Chamber of Commerce efforts regarding port infrastructure and transportation.

Mr. Smith is looking for trade legislation to include comments about port access.  This is part of the continuing effort to affect ISTEA.  This would be new roads, interstate connectors and fixing up streets.  There is a possibility of seaport access in trade movement legislation in the future.

Through Del’s efforts, we are strengthening our relations with the U.S. Coast Guard.

On behalf of the ports of Stockton and Sacramento, we are taking a lead in working with Senator Feinstein on the Brown’s Island issue within the San Francisco Estuarine Reserve.

Mr. Smith reviewed the status of the proposed California Delegation letter that came as part of our Washington meetings last March.   He is continuing to work with the staff of Congressman Drieir, co-chair of the Delegation.  Del is also looking to see if Chairman Don Young would send a letter to the President endorsing the letter from the California Delegation.

Del reviewed templates he prepared concerning C-MANC’s strategic efforts dealing with the budget and appropriations process as well as the regulatory permitting process.  The templates showed all of the different agencies and committees involved in theses issues and where C-MANC was making inroads into the decision making process.

Del reviewed the idea of a national economic benefit study that would mimic our Economic Benefit Study prepared by San Francisco State University to be completed in time to impact the debate for WRDA 2002 and TEA-03.  Also the U. S. Chamber of Commerce study on ports should be completed in the same time frame.

The Board spent a considerable amount of time discussing the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in relation to the MOU with the Corps, EPA and Fish and Wildlife concerning Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  This item had been discussed at the Board Meeting of August 24, 2001.   Again, the main topic was how to get the Service to respond to Corps’ public notices in a timely manner.  The Board discussed what are the specific problems and what are the possible solutions that we can offer to decision makers.  It was pointed out our statement in our WRDA recommendations for 1999 & 2000 was so broad as to not be an action statement.  A comment was made on the “politics of delay.”   The Board discussed what would be the appropriate legislative vehicle to enhance the Corps’ lead agency role such as the Water Resources Development Act, Clean Water Act or Endangered Species Act.  There was also a discussion about using the Permit Streamlining Act as a precedent to get the Office of Management and Budget to promulgate streamlining guidelines to FWS, EPA and the Corps.  It was pointed out that the Endangered Species Act requires FWS to err on the conservative side of an issue.  A question arose as to whether or not Congress would provide legislative relief in this area.  The Board discussed whether the Environmental or Government Affairs Committee should be the lead on this issue and what priority would this be.

Del recommended to the Board that C-MANC’s Federal Mission Statement be updated to reflect the current national situation.  

The Executive Director outlined the proposed meetings that would be taking place the following week in Washington, D.C. that Len Cardoza, Rod Lundin, Lee Halterman and Jim Haussener would be attending.

The Board reviewed the proposed list of environmental projects of regional or state-wide significance that the Executive Director submitted in an attempt to influence the proposed California Resources Legacy Bond Act of 2002.  On a motion of Richard Parsons and second by Rod Lundin the Board approved revising our state goals to be: pass legislation and appropriations that would pay a portion of the local share of authorized federal port and navigation projects, in the case where such projects have also been federally funded, and fund those projects that prevent pollution from reaching sensitive environmental areas and furthering our scientific knowledge in the pursuit of restoring and creating wetlands using dredged material.

The Board reviewed the status of the four bills in the California Legislature concerning state cost sharing of federal navigation projects.

The Executive Director provided an information item on the Leadership Library© on the Internet.  This includes all of the Yellow Books©.  While C-MANC could not afford such a program, several of our members could jointly purchase the program and allow C-MANC to use it under the license agreement.

The Board discussed the Golden State Reception.  It was pointed out that our members have been weak in contacting their representative in Congress and getting them to the GSR.  There was a feeling the GSR needed to be improved, that gift bags would be on hold for 2002, we need to honor people at the GSR (one mention was retiring Congressman Steve Horn) and allow for the opportunity for our members to speak.  An ad-hoc committee including Len Cardoza and Roberta Goulart was appointed to work on improving the 2002 GSR and whether there should be a gift bag program in 2003.  Del Smith reminded the Board that you have to go to your member’s office and bring them to the GSR.  The Board discussed whether going to a luncheon format might get better attendance.  The history of gift bags was discussed and there was a comment that after 40 years of doing them, we were not able to articulate our mission and achieve our goals.

The Board reviewed the current listing of Honorary Members and decided to forward the issue of what criteria should be used to determine who should be an honorary member of C-MANC to the Membership Committee for resolution.  Reciprocity was discussed as to why should we pay dues to certain organizations and have them listed as an honorary member.  A question was raised as to whether some of our vendors should be listed as honorary members.

The Board reviewed the agenda and list of invitees to the inaugural meeting of the CAL-MITS.  The Board was concerned that one of the purposes of this group would be to “prioritize the SEA-21 funding requests from the two regional MTS Committees and possibly add more.”  Concern was expressed about some organization prioritizing the needs of, among others, the ports of California.  After discussing whether or not to be silent on the issue, the Board directed that letters be sent to Chairman Alan Lowenthal, Assembly Select Committee on California Ports, and to Mr. Ray Barbariesi with MarAd outlining their concerns.  At the same time, the Board reaffirmed their support of the MTS program and encouraged all members to be involved in the two regional groups in California.

The Board reviewed the proposed California Maritime Month meeting agenda for October 2nd that the Executive Director was invited to attend.  Due to scheduling, Jim Haussener is not able to attend.  The Board was asked if any member wished to represent C-MANC with no one volunteering.

The Winter Meeting will be in Santa Barbara, February 4 –6, 2002.  Del recommended that we invite the Deputy Director of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee to speak as well as somebody from the new Homeland Security Agency to talk about port security.  It was also suggested that BG Griffin, Director of Civil Works, be invited to the meeting.

The web site was mentioned as well as the rational for having the site cmanc.com versus the site cmanc.org.  Jim Haussener also has an additional e-mail address, Jim@cmanc.com.  Per the Board’s direction at the last meeting, the Communications Committee will be preparing written policies for the web site.

Jim Haussener reviewed a draft recommendation from the Business Tourism Advisory Panel to the Monterey National Marine Sanctuary that was provided by Steve Scheiblauer.

The Board reviewed the letter that was sent to NOAA’s Estuarine Reserves Division in response to the Draft EIS/Management Plan for the San Francisco Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve.  There was a concern expressed about mission creep of a federal agency, which means all should be concerned whether or not the individual projects will affect them.  It was mentioned that the Port of Stockton was taking some additional action on this item.

The logistics of the fall meeting were further discussed.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Haussener

Executive Director
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