California Marine Affairs and Navigation Conference


MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

OAKLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, OAKLAND CALIFORNIA
August 24, 2001

The Meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m.

Members present were: Len Cardoza, Chairman; Roberta Goulart, Vice Chairman; Lyn Krieger, Treasurer; Carl Enson; Brian Foss; Gordon Fulton; Jim Haussener; Lee Hieber; Rick Rhoads; Stacey Jones; Rod Lundin; Craig Hall; Richard Parsons; Gerald Pope; Dean Smith; Doug Thiessen.  Also present were Dan Aguilera representing Mike Sullivan and Abby Granger with the Port of Stockton.

Following self-introductions, Len Cardoza welcomed all the members and thanked them for taking the time to be in attendance.  Len went on to discuss an upcoming visit of Governor Whitman, the Administrator for EPA on Tuesday, August 28th.  There might be a potential for a briefing on the LTMS and some of the issues related to moving material from one media to another and the economic issues.  The Board discussed permitting for sites as well as funding for sites and commented on the lack of an array of any sites.  There were also comments about brackish and saline waters.  How do you make the decision about who has to go to Hamilton versus Montezuma?  What is going to be the decision making process for this issue and who is going to pay the additional cost to go to say Montezuma versus Hamilton?  It was pointed out that LTMS is a local initiative as well as a federal/state and public/private partnership.  The Board discussed whether or not to bring up beach issues such as grain size before Governor Whitman.  Are we throwing away good sand?  It was mentioned that the proposed Delegation letter be mentioned to her.

The Minutes of the Meeting on June 18, 2001 were approved as submitted, Roberta Goulart moved and Dean Smith seconded.

Del Smith of E. Del Smith and Company made a presentation as a follow up to his five-page submittal to the Board.  Del has been discussing the proposed delegation letter with Brian Faughnan of Congressman David Dreir’s staff.  The Board reaffirmed their support in getting the California Delegation to collectively send a letter to the President discussing the Civil Works Budget Request and the importance of California to the national economic well being.  This item will be completed in the next four weeks.

Del went on to discuss the proposed Congressional Budget Office/General Accounting Office, Economic Benefit National Study to mimic the California Study commissioned by C-MANC.  The Board directed that a letter be sent to Chairman Don Young thanking him for his leadership in this issue.

The upcoming trip by the Officers to Washington on October 2nd & 3rd was discussed along with whom the Officers should be meeting with.  The issues that should be raised was also discussed: maintenance of 38 entrances in California; budget dependent nature of maintaining California’s ports; national & state economic benefits of the ports; national trade support – 1/3 of all U.S. cargo; and, energy production and transportation support by the ports.

There was a brief discussion on getting prepared for March 2002 and having a briefing for east coast offices of our members.  

The benefits to the Nation’s energy policy by California’s ports were mentioned.  In particular the oil coming in, coal and petroleum coke going out and the energy efficiency of this mode of transportation.  Del asked that a couple of paragraph document relating these issues be prepared.

The status of the Energy & Water Development Appropriations for FY 2002 was discussed.  Both Houses have approved the Appropriations.  The Senate has selected their conference committee members.  The House has not selected their members.

The trips by Chairman Callahan and Ranking Member Visclosky to California were discussed.  It was also pointed out that Chairman Young would be making a trip to California at the end of September (September 27, 2001 at the Queen Mary in Long Beach).

C-MANC has submitted a letter supporting the President’s nomination of Mike Parker to be the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works.  Mr. Parker went before the Armed Services Committee.  The Environment and Public Works Committee will be reviewing his nomination, prior to it going before the Senate as a whole for confirmation.

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce transportation study was discussed.  It was greatly appreciated that the Chamber and the Chamber Foundation will include ports in its study.

C-MANC has been active in working with various industries and advocacy groups to seek their support and cooperation for future appropriations.  Del will be expending more efforts to work with groups such as the American Association of Railroads, American Restaurant Association, American Farm Bureau and American Trucking Association.

The ongoing need for dredged material reuse sites were discussed.  Del asked for some bullet points, Len Cardoza and Roberta Goulart agreed to draft them for Del.

Upon a motion of Rod Lundin and second by Roberta Goulart, the Board of Directors made the Honorable Vic Fazio a lifetime Honorary Member of C-MANC in recognition of his superb leadership while a Member of Congress.  The Board asked that a letter expressing their sentiments be sent to Vic.

The Board reaffirmed their support of the United States Coast Guard for their leadership in the MTS system, the smaller vessels along the California coast, and their role in getting emergency dredging for safety purposes moved forward, such as Marina Del Rey and Pinole Shoal.  At the same time, there was a concern about their law enforcement program.  The Board approved sending a letter to the Commandant expressing their appreciation for the wonderful leadership of the members of the Unites States Coast Guard assigned to the Pacific Area.

The Board reviewed the actions of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service throughout California.  A great issue that was raised was getting this agency to respond in a timely fashion.  The Board wishes to continue to work with the Service so they can efficiently meet their mandates.  It was suggested that this be a subject of conversation with the T & I Committee’s staff.  The Board wants the Service to be more response to the process, not to change their beliefs.

It was mentioned that there was now legislation to eliminate the Harbor Maintenance Tax, H.R. 2737.

Port Security legislation was reviewed.  Del, suggested that a lot of time be spent on this issue and make it a priority.  Del will be the lead on this issue.

The Board discussed the relationship between WRDA 2002, TEA-03 and SEA-21.  Del will get back to the Board on this relationship with a further report in Half Moon Bay.

Del completed his comments by commenting about the reorganization of his firm.  As a result, RJ Lyerly will be the lead representative for C-MANC from E. Del Smith and Company.

Under Len’s guidance, the Board discussed and reaffirmed C-MANC’s Strategic Plan.  The diversion of funding from port projects to other projects such as flood control was discussed.  There was a perception expressed that the non-C-MANC projects were not able to garner Congressional appropriations for their projects and were raiding C-MANC projects for funds.  Len warned the other attendees not to be complacent after funds are appropriated for specific projects.  They are subject to be reprogrammed to other “higher priority” projects such as flood control and emergency management.  Agencies that C-MANC needs to influence range from the Corps to NOAA to the California Resources Agency (Coastal Commission, State Lands Commission, Dept. of Fish & Game and BCDC).  There was a discussion of BCDC and their recent willingness to review their process.  The Board commented upon the need to outreach to affiliates.  They asked the Chairs of the Committees to develop strategies to implement the Strategic Plan and report these strategies back at the Board meeting of September 24th.  The Board also reaffirmed the desire to pursue state cost sharing funding.  Internal items were discussed, including broadening and increasing the active membership.  Jim Haussener reported that he was sending out over 100 letters to prospective members.  The SANDAG members were pointed out as potential members.  The Membership Committee and the Communications Committee is to work together on “leave behind” materials.  The Finance Committee will be working on C-MANC Partners, roster advertising and sponsorships.  What should the dollar amounts of the C-MANC Partners be is also an item for the Finance Committee.  The Communications Committee is to maintain the documents they have created and the creation of how all the C-MANC documents “look” alike (consistent format/logo).  Followed by looking at the concept of a name change and creation of a new logo.  .  They are also to formalize in one document all of the web site policies.  There was a discussion of the relationship between the Advisory Committee and the Communications Committee.  The Advisory Committee is to make the paragraphs and the Communications Committee creates the document the paragraphs fit into.  This would be followed by the Advisory Committee creating position papers based on the paragraphs.  The Legislative Committee as part of their outreach to legislators need to develop a list of who the staff members are at each legislator and keeping track of these changes.  The Board commented upon the need to outreach to affiliates was becoming a more and more important item.  This item was referred to the Strategic Planning Committee for inclusion in next year’s Strategic Plan.

The Board reviewed the WRDA 2000 Recommendations in preparation of WRDA 2002.  They asked the Government Affairs Committee to develop draft recommendations by October 1st and final recommendations by February 1, 2002.  The lead permit agency item was mentioned along with the cost share formula.  There was a brief discussion that regulatory items may not be the purview of WRDA as they are CWA issues.  Primary Civil Works Mission was discussed both from the diversion of mission and taking work from the private sector.

The Board continued to express their frustration with the staffing level of the San Francisco District Regulatory program.  The staffing level is now at approximately 70% of authorized positions.

The Board discussed the efforts in California of developing MTS policies.  Due to the issues of California and the total value of waterborne trade through California, the Board emphasized their wish to have a member of C-MANC serve on the MTSNAC to be a visible representative of California.

The Board discussed the proposed National Estuarine Research Reserve being proposed for San Francisco Bay, including Brown’s Island adjacent to the San Joaquin River.  The Board discussed the scoping issues, an apparent lack of notice of the preparation of the DEIS, the amount of research already being done in the estuary, the lack of funding for NOAA projects such as PORTS, that this would be immediately adjacent to two deep draft channels, one of which is in the feasibility stage of a possible expansion, that Brown’s Island historically been designated as a dredged material re-use site and the issues of a lack of a buffer adjacent to federal navigation projects within the Monterey National Marine Sanctuary.  On a motion by Lyn Krieger and second of Dean Smith, the Board moved to oppose the designation of Brown’s Island as part of a Reserve.

The Board reviewed the ongoing request for volunteers to serve on the Federal Advisory Committee on Marine Protected Areas.  Nominations must be postmarked on or before September 15, 2001.  It was pointed out the amount of research in this topic being conducted in Monterey Bay.  The Board approved supporting any C-MANC member that is interested in serving on this Committee.  It was suggested that the Executive Director should apply if no C-MANC member was interested.

Len Cardoza summarized environmental windows; a lot of projects are starting to chase a limited amount of equipment for dredging.  He asked that C-MANC be active in support of Western Dredging and Bay Planning Coalition’s initiatives to reduce the impact of environmental windows on dredging.

The Board reaffirmed that presentations at C-MANC meetings were limited to members or to governmental, scientific and/or academic personnel.

It was pointed out the Pacific Chapter of WEDA and the California Shore and Beach Preservation Association were meeting in San Diego in November.

The Board reviewed the proposed member committee assignments for the year and thanked all of the volunteers to the committees.

The Board briefly reviewed the proposed agenda for the Fall Meeting.  Mr. Dominic Izzo, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army, Civil Works will be attending the meeting.  The Board discussed some of the issues that they looked forward to hearing about from Mr. Izzo.

The Board approved the Winter Meeting in Santa Barbara at Fess Parker’s Doubletree Resort, February 4 – 6, 2002.  At the same time, the Board thanked John Bridley and his staff with the City of Santa Barbara for their efforts in arranging the meeting facilities.

There was a brief discussion about the Golden State Reception and whether to provide gift bags or change the Reception back to a Luncheon.  It was agreed that there would be further discussion of this item in planning for 2002.

The Board (motion by Gordon Fulton, second by Stacey Jones) approved a proposal from Dick Wittkop to hire Karen Bauer of Media Tangent to maintain C-MANC’s web site for one year with Dell Host to be the host of the site.  The total approved cost is $1,710.00.  The Board also agreed to have the minutes of the Board Meetings posted on the web site as a way to increase communications to the members.

The Board reviewed the meeting that was held with members of NOAA’s National Ocean Service in San Jose on August 13th.  The Board agreed that no action was needed at this time, pending a response from NOAA by the next Board Meeting.  Two issues were raised by the Board on how to bring these issues to the attention to the Bush Administration and how to make Members of Congress aware of the issues.

The Board reviewed a draft update to the Economic Benefit Study that will combine in Executive Summary, C-MANC’s & CAPA’s studies.  The Board suggested looking at port debt level, capital outlays of ports, President’s construction budget of $4.15 million versus all other states, the donor state issue of the HMT and O&M and if it should address other economic impacts in California outside of ports such as the agricultural export impacts.  The Board also asked that a graphic be prepared showing the skewed appropriations of what other states are receiving in relation to California.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

James M. Haussener

Executive Director
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